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Principal’s Voice 
Dear AC community – 
I am excited to share our first edition of The ACE View of the year.  Our newsletter 
will be published 3 times throughout the year.  You will receive this through        
backpack mail with your child.  It has been a very successful start of the school year.  
Students are settled into routines and engaged in meaningful learning. 

Allen Creek School is committed to: 

Allen Creek Faculty, Staff and Students will commit to and engage in the Professional 
Learning Community model to ensure all students will experience authentic, rigorous 
learning and to provide students with interventions and supports necessary for all        
students to learn at high levels. 
 

Every student will perform at his/her highest level as all staff focuses their time,    
energy, and resources on assisting them by:  
 Understanding and improving a collaborative culture, focused on learning, 

through the Professional Learning Community (PLC) approach. 
 Building Goal: Writing -  
 Identify what we expect all students to learn 
 Common understanding of mastery in each writing standard 
 Identify essential learnings in writing standards 
 Collect evidence of proficient writing at each grade level 
 Identify expectations of prerequisite skills for each grade level 
 Identify and agree upon when these essential standards will be taught 
 

In order to enhance our social emotional progress, we  continue to live by our    

touchstone “Being our best selves, doing our best work”.  In our quest to promote 

inclusivity… 

Inclusivity is taking diversity and inclusion and turning this into action by creating 

a school environment of engagement, respect and connection—where the richness 
of ideas, background and perspectives are tied together in a caring school culture. 

...we have renamed our SEL Team to SEIT. 

Social     Emotional     Inclusivity     Team 

We are excited to introduce ACES. 

                 Accepting     Cooperative     Empathetic     Supportive 

Coming soon… “Kindness Cards”, more information to follow! 
 

Sincerely, 
Michael Biondi 

Principal 
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After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) Corner 
-Annie Shaffer, After School Enrichment Chair 

Fall Chess Club Update 

Our Fall Chess Club for Grades 1-5 was a huge success!  We had over 70 participants! Students really enjoyed their 
simulated chess tournament in the final session.  A big thank you to our wonderful group of parent volunteers...your 
strong showing helped us to enrich our students' after-school club experience!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACE Chess Club started an exciting new initiative! We are now offering a community service opportunity to                
experienced chess players at the middle school and high school level in exchange for helping to mentor and coach 
our young players.  It's a win-win partnership!  We had four CRMS volunteers for the Fall Chess Club.  If your older 
child is interested in volunteering to help out in our Spring Chess Club, please contact Annie Shaffer at                               
annie_wu_us@yahoo.com. 
 

Next up: Science Club K-1 (January 11 and 18) 

Watch out for Science Club K-1 registration form via backpack mail in early December.  Registration deadline is      
Friday, December 15.  Don't forget to sign up your budding scientist for two afternoons of  fun in exploring What is 
an Experiment? and Solids, Liquids, and Gases with RMSC staff.    
 

Plan Ahead: After-School Clubs' Schedule Available 

All after-school clubs have been scheduled.  Dates are posted on the ACE PTSA Website or see below to get a head 
start on planning out your child's after-school enrichment activities.  

Science Club K-1: January 11 and 18  

Science Club 2-3: February 6 and 13 

Spring Chess Club 1-5: April 10, 17, 24, May 1 and 8 (tournament) 

Yoga Club K-2: May 2, 9, 16, and 23 

Musical Theatre 4-5: May 11, 18, 25, June 1, and 8 (showcase) 

Yoga Club 3-5: May 17, 24, 31, and June 7 

Science Club 4-5: May 22 and 29 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB PICK-UP REMINDER:  

You are responsible for picking up your child 
promptly at the end of each session! 

You can arrive 5-10 minutes early to sign-
out your child. 

Be courteous to club coordinators’           
time (all are parent volunteers!). 
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PTSA Membership 
-Kristin Rohlfs, PTSA Membership Chair 

It’s not too late to register for the PTSA! Your 
AC PTSA has been working hard to support the 
school and we cannot do it without your help. 
Only 39% of families and 34% of faculty and 
staff members have registered for the PTSA this 
year. #letsincreasethat 
The membership fee (family: $17/year; faculty 
and staff: $8/year) is a large portion of what 
helps fund field trips, assemblies, and cultural 
programs. Please help enrich your children’s 
education by paying your PTSA membership 
dues. Visit pittsfordptsa.org or contact Kristin 
Rohlfs at kvr3@cornell.edu.  
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Teacher and Staff Appreciation Events 
-Annie Shaffer, Teacher Appreciation Co-chair 

Teacher and Staff Appreciation Events 

ACE teachers and staff do so much for our students.  What better way to show our 
appreciation than to treat them to good food?  ACE PTSA hosts two appreciation 
events every year: a Fall Appreciation Breakfast (November) and a Spring                 
Appreciation Luncheon (May).  We welcome families to volunteer food/drinks/time 
for the May luncheon.  If interested, please contact Annie Shaffer at                                   
annie_wu_us@yahoo.com for more information. 

Huge thanks to families that contributed food and drinks to the November 14              
Appreciation Breakfast.  It was a big success! 

 

ACE Yearbook 
-Elizabeth Devaney, Yearbook Editor 

Hello Allen Creek families!  It is time to start thinking about the 
2017-18 year book.  I need your help collecting great photos of 
your children and ACE experiences for inclusion in this year's 
book. I have created a Dropbox folder where we can share     
photos. In order to upload photos, simply go to this link:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/oepx73tqjiyvxpc/
AAD7yXBde53Q6JehHs65nDSoa?dl=0 

I'm looking for photos of ACE kids at school events, classroom 
parties, field trips, etc.  I'm also looking for volunteers to take 
photos as some signature events like the Sock Hop, Field days, 
and any other major event.  Please contact me, Elizabeth      
Devaney, at devaneye@gmail.com if you are interested or have 
trouble with the Drop box link. Thanks for your help! 

Book Fair 
-Paulette Foggetti, Book Fair Coordinator 

Saddle Up and Read!  Reading is vital to every child’s success, and 

raising kids as readers means getting involved while they’re 

young.  Now is the time!  There will never be a substitute for a 

parent’s direct involvement in his/her child’s education.  We want 

to thank those for visiting and participating in our Fall Book Fair 

that took place on Tuesday, November 7th - Thursday, November 

9th.  All proceeds will benefit the many enrichment programs     

supported by our Allen Creek PTSA. 

http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/
mailto:kvr3@cornell.edu
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/oepx73tqjiyvxpc/AAD7yXBde53Q6JehHs65nDSoa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/oepx73tqjiyvxpc/AAD7yXBde53Q6JehHs65nDSoa?dl=0
mailto:devaneye@gmail.com
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Box Tops for Education 

Carey Sisson, Box Tops Coordinator 

The PTSA is proud to partner with the Student Council to run the Box 

Top Collection. Our grand total of Box Tops collected during this      

challenge week is 2,211.  That's a lot of Box Tops and at 10 cents per 

Box Top, that totals $221.10 cash (well actually a check)!!  This money 

goes into the Student Council budget.  A special shout out to the grade 

4 Girl Scout Troop 60146 for checking, trimming and bagging Box Tops 

at their meeting.  Please continue to send in your Box Tops all year as 

we can submit them at any time. 
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A Note from the Nurse 
Maria Hartman, RN, School Nurse 

Just a reminder that Flu season is upon us and typically  continues into late Spring. The CDC                                    
(Center for Disease Control) recommends that children should receive the Flu shot annually. Please visit 
health.ny.gov/flu  for more information and schedule your flu shot today! 

Also, as the weather turns colder, please help your child be prepared to play outdoors each day for recess. Warm 
coats, gloves and hats may soon be appropriate outer clothing to wear to school. Boots and snow pants are a must 
when  enjoying outdoor recess during our Winter months as well! Consider sending an extra pair of socks to keep in 
their backpack to  alleviate the wet feet that we often see after playing outside.  

When to keep your child home: 

 Please keep your child home at least 24-hours following an episode of vomiting 

 for a fever registering 100 degrees or greater; child must be fever free without anti-fever medicine such as        
Tylenol/acetaminophen or ibuprofen  for at least 24-hours 

 until the child has been on prescribed antibiotics for 24-hours (as with strep throat, for example) 
 for any uncontrolled, persistent cough or cold symptoms that may interfere with a positive learning environment 
 

Please consult with your child's physician if you have any further questions about when to keep your child home due 
to illness. 

Student Council 
Dave Muscato and Elyse Cushman, Student Council Advisors 

Allen Creek Elementary is most pleased to welcome our newly elected fourth and fifth grade student                       
council representatives, as well as our student council officers, for the 2017-2018 school year!  As the HEART of     
student involvement, Student Council works to serve our Allen Creek community, as well as our local community.   

Our Box Top Challenge in October was a huge success!  On behalf of student council representatives, thank you to all 
who brought in box tops.  We sincerely appreciate the whole school effort! (See below for more information!) 

November begins our annual Allen Creek food drive.  Each year, student council representatives collect and organize 
thousands of non-perishable food items, generously donated by Allen Creek students and families, which are then 
delivered to the Pittsford Food Cupboard.  A letter will be sent home soon, detailing further information regarding 
dates and requested food items. 



Spirit Wear 
Cathy Vail, Spiritwear Coordinator 

Spirit Wear is now available year round!! Please vis-

it www.recognitionexperts.com to place your order 

anytime during the year.  Select Team Schools and 

select Allen Creek.  Check the freight box to have 

your orders delivered to the school and in the    

comments reference your child's 

name and teacher.  If you have 

any questions please reach out 

to Cathy Vail at                               

middlechild1224@yahoo.com.  
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We Thinkers 
Jenna Randisi, ACE Counselor 

Deb Browne, ACE Psychologist  
Allen Creek has been learning about Michelle Garcia Winner’s work on Social Thinking.  Social  Thinking is what we do 

when we share space with others (classroom, playground, lunchroom, bus) as well as other social aspects of our lives 

(being in a store or restaurant, playing a sport).  During this time we take in thoughts, emotions and the intentions of 

the people around us to determine how we will in turn respond to the situation.  Our thoughts control our emotions 

and our emotions control our internal and external responses.  Class-wide lessons at the early stages help to develop 

these skills in all learners. 

The Spring Celebration 
Heather Maksymiu, PTSA Co-Chair 

This year the annual Ice Cream Social is being    
replaced by a new event, the Spring Celebration. 
This event is a school-wide celebration of student 
achievement, along with fun family activities. In 
order to help make this new event a success, we 
are looking for parent volunteers to help plan. If 
you are interested, please email our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Kate Nearpass 
at katenearpass@yahoo.com. 

Allen Creek School 
Celebration of Learning 

An open house for parents and students in 

grades K-5 

When: Monday, May 14th from 6:00-8:00 PM 

*Open Classrooms* 

*Book Fair in the multi-purpose room* 

*Shuttle Service Available from St. John 

Fisher* 

http://www.recognitionexperts.com/
mailto:middlechild1224@yahoo.com
mailto:katenearpass@yahoo.com

